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The long -planned expansion of malh ey 4 baye
the library is on schedule for com- . .
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struction has gone smoothly, for /| KF ANE ¢. 5
the most part. Existing construc-
tion in the soon -to-be teen/young c
adult space presented some chal- lerary Staff ~
lenges, but those issues have been 52y 2S§SNI dzSNE 9ES

addressed. Rough-in work is com-
plete. Doors and windows are be-
ing installed. Insulation and dry-
wall will be going up the first
week of June.
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The furniture that will com-
plete the project has been ordered.
Expected delivery
use the time between the end of
June and furniture delivery to
complete planned modifications of
the existing library space. There
is existing shelving to move along
with books to box and then re-
shelve. We expect there will be
times in July and August when
the library will offer only limited
services and possibly be closed as
we complete modifications. We
will post announcements on social
media and the library website.

We had our second GED grad-
uation ceremony on May 2. Three
more adult education students
completed their High School
Equivalency requirements. That
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Continued from page 1

makes a total of 5 graduates since we started
in-person instruction last year. Additionally,
we registered 4 more students for the spring
GED sessions that started May 13. In another
exciting accomplishment for our adult educa-
tion program, 9 of 10 students showed meas-
urable skills gain. This is so significant that,
as a reward, a bit more money was added to
our grant.

fi Don Wetterauer, MLS, PhD

Executive Director
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June 28

Ken Durham and Patsy Culver on New Zealand

July 26

Gabi and Phil O&dShaughnes
August 30

Bobby Greeson on Antarctica
7 PM in the AEP Foundation Multipurpose Room

I f you have an adventure
contact Matt Walter at matt.walter.777@agmail.com
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ARTS & CRAFTS AT APL

Diamond Painting
Thursdays at 4:00 p.m.

A Project ofthe ARV ANeTy] 2elmembers.org/apirereads

Monday oFriday Take advantage of Re -

10 AMd4 PM Reads Monthly Specials!
Saturday
10 AM &1 PM June fi All fiction

LYET 2y | u]2 NB Julyfi all nonfiction

August fi all titles starting with
an article (a, an, the)
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http://aplmembers.org/aplrereads/
https://www.amazon.com/s?me=A2KHSZJTGAG9EF&marketplaceID=ATVPDKIKX0DER
https://www.amazon.com/s?me=A2KHSZJTGAG9EF&marketplaceID=ATVPDKIKX0DER

APL Outreach

Alpine Public Library serves our community through the following avenues:

§ Multiple social media outlets 8 Used-book sharing via Re -Reads: train station,
8 Quarterly newsletters el ementary school via Food
§ Digital literacy classes Center, Brewster County Jail, Turning Point
§ ESL/GED/Adult education/Citizenship/English & Detox Center (Odessa), Family Crisis Center, Sul
Spanish Conversation classes Ross State University Music Department, Jeff
§ Countless toddler, infant,6 DaieCounkyiLidray pr ogr ams
8§ Family Science Nights, Family Mathematics 8 Half -price religion, inspirational, Christian
Night, Computer Skills, other science -based fiction to area pastors
events 8§ Casa Hogar (Ojinaga), Cuentos en Espafiol
8§ Rise Up Radio: Creating STEM -based radio 8 First -Wednesday Yoga
programs 8§ Zumba
8 Workshops 8 Free meeting space for area nonprofits
§ Homebound Program
§ Senior coffee and tea ( wiAll dventd/classes, and sefvices &rg free.
8 Monthly Travel Talks fi Kathy Bork
8§ Yarn Arts

APL after Hours
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alpinepubliclibrary.org/calendar/

Mary Beth Garrett:
Lifelong Learner

Mary Beth Garrett moved to Alpine because of a
book. When her husband, Hugh, was about to retire
from the Air Force, Mary Beth consulted a book
called The 100 Best Small Towns in America. Alpine,
ranked number 10 in the book, seemed to match the
expectations the couple had for a town in which to
raise a family. So, in the late 1990s, they moved with
two small children from Hawaii to Alpine. The only
thing about Alpine that Mary Beth found wanting
was the chil dr _cJa r Oun
gramming at Alpine Pub-

—

lic Library, but more on \‘} — "\"MP«"'T“:;

this later. ;\\‘i@‘%A e
Mary Beth, Chil- s «

drends Libr arpg : ;

pine Public Library since
2006, grew up in Detroit,
Michigan. One memory
that stands out for her is
crossing the Ambassador
Bridge from Detroit to
Windsor, Ontario, on
family outings and visit-
ing its library and parks.
She was a patron of her
local library and had a
card before she could ride a bike. She admits to being
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libraries, which she said were top notch. She also
helped with toddler programs as a parent volunteer.
Having experienced such wonderful programs for
kids, Mary Beth couldnot
what she found at APL. This disappointment prompt-
ed her to volunteer to organize and implement its
childrenf6s programs.

Mary Beth returned briefly to nursing at the lo-

hel

cal hospital, but given her level of training, she found

herself assigned more
administrative jobs than

patient care. She opted

instead to offer her ser-

vices to Alpine Public Li-

brary and created her

own position. Since be-
coming Childreno
ian, Mary Beth has re-
ceived numerous grants
in support of APL and
chil drends

and has collaborated with
other institutions, like
the McDonald Observato-
ry, on special events in
the community and at
includes Toddler Time,

prog

the library. Programming

slow to Il earn to ride, to hoélrBodka before Kindergaatenp @ubetets,t Tinker- u s t r
tion, only acquiring the skill when her father threat- cad, Teddy Bear Sleepover, and Beanstack Reading,
ened to take away her | i br tanaye josaarfalv. Shd hasfdurd thdtihet edGcation As a
child, Mary Beth engaged in volunteer projects with and training as a nurse, with its emphasis on child
her siblings and parents because, as she puts it, vol- development, health, and nutrition, plays a role in
unteering was part of her family ethos. her outreach and design of
After earning a BS in nursing from Oakland First as a volunteer and t
University in Rochester, Michigan, Mary Beth brarian, Mary Beth has worked with multiple gener-
worked first at Detroit Receiving Hospital, a level -1 ations in programs at APL. She has built the chil-
trauma center. She then specialized in oncology at drends division of the |ibra
Harper Hospital, also part of the Detroit Medical the education of virtually every child in Alpine. Her
Center. When she was considering a move from De- outreach ranges from local schools to home schoolers
troit, Mary Beth followed her scientific bent, as she to Al bergue Casa Hogar child
did later in her move to Alpine, and researched Cali- border in QOjinaga. Participants in her toddler pro-
fornia as a possible new home. She went there on an grams have grown to become library volunteers.
Outward Bound camping trip for adults, where she Many of them now have children f at least one has a
hoped to meet people. She did meet Hugh, an Air grandchild A and these kids now enjoy APL pro-
Force officer, whom she married, and she did leave grams. Watching Mary Beth engage with children
Detroit, eventual ly movi n gandparentd] ene ean see thertangeotiors thatluadert
assignment. lies the success of her programs.
With two small children, Mary Beth took ad- Mary Beth wholeheartedly er
vantage of the childrends nprsosgroanmsotat btulié dAcommoncey,
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promot e l'ifelong |l earning, o
owhat makes a |life a Iife.o
lifelong learning is borne out in her own life. She has
for several years attended Spanish -language classes
offered at APL. She also learned to play the bassoon
when she was in her forties, largely teaching herself
with the help of an occasional class and the Internet.
Using YouTube videos, she even learned to make
reeds for her bassoon. She plays with the Sul Ross

Mary Beth
making reeds

University Band and with the Alpine Community

Band.

Mary Beth considers herself fortunate to be able
Omat ches h
Library and the families that use it are fortunate
t hat she has found
Li brarian and that

to do work that

lacking all those years ago.
[
TinkerCad Open Lab
Fridays 10:00-12:00
Ages 7-12
June 7-Ang. 9
Learn the basics of 3D

design and make

models of your
IDEAS

W

Cubelets
Wednesdays
9:30-1:00
Ages 6-12
June 12-Aug. 7

Build robots
that spin,
squeak, slide,
and sing!

meaning
she foun

fi Lee Smith
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TueSdajS
6:00|9m—5:00pm

Jure 11-A ug.6

Eacl, session
starts with 30
minutes of
pla?{—ul exercise
followed by a
Popﬁcle break
and ends with,
themed readin
and activities.

Tirarenos programs

A\

Toddler
Time

Thursdays
10-11

AGeS 0-5

All Summer!

Story Time
Finger plays
Singing
Dancing
Crafting
Parachute play
Exploration Tables
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Citizenship
Prep at APL

The Citizenship Preparation Program at Alpine
Public Library has worked with four people who have
become citizens since mid -March. All did the class-
work and United States Citizenship and Immigration
Services interviews in English. We have two more
people whose applications have been submitted and
who are waiting for notification of their interview
dates. Both are longtime residents of Texas who meet
the requirements for age and length of residency that
allow them to interview in their first language, in
this case, Spanish. Individuals interviewing in a lan-
guage other than English are required to have a flu-
ent interpreter accompany them to the interview.

If you or someone you know wishes to study with
us, please contact Alpine Public Library for more in-
formation: 432 -837-2621.

A Linda Bryant

L ~
- tulac d
{ ngra oy,
J L I -
i C%mduaf@s
- -

GED at APL

In May we held a graduation ceremony in honor
of Nicole and Adolfo, who have just completed their
General Educational Development test, or GED. The
ceremony was filled with inspirational words from our
director and instructors, teary
course, cake! When you look at the photo, imagine the
faces of the families looking up at the graduates. If
you think the graduates have big smiles, their fami-
|l iesd smiles were even bi

These students worked extremely hard for
months in order to prepare for all four GED exams.
This accomplishment will open many doors for them.
Getting a GED can help students earn better pay at
work, join the military, or attend trade school or uni-
versity. In fact, students can even get college credit
from the GED test with a high enough score. Not to
sound clichéd, but the possibilities really are endless.
It was exciting listening to their plans for the future
and knowing we played a part in it.

Since the start of this program in April 2023, we
have helped 5 students obtain their GED. We are able
to provide this program to the community for free
thanks to a grant from Ysleta ISD and our volunteer
instructors. | cannot boast enough about the compas-
sion and tenacity of our instructors. They work
through any problem to ensure that their students
reach their goals. They are the heart of the program
and the reason for its success.

A few weeks ago, we began our summer GED ses-

sion. Four new students have embarked on their own
GED journey. At our orientation, | showed them a pic-
ture from our latest graduation, and their faces lit up.
It was reassuring to see someone in the same position
they are in achieving their goal.

So, if you happen to see cars in the parking lot
late in the evening or a digital board out in the period-

icals section, it means our GED students are hard at

work for a better future. We are all very proud of all of
them, past and present, and cannot wait to see what
the future has in store for them.

fi Bianca Barrera
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ALPINE PUBLIC LIBRARY
PRESENTS

And the winners are

1st Place: Everett Edwards
(second from left)

2nd Place: Evie Dorsey
(second from right)

3rd Place: Adalee Schniers
(far left)

Special thanks to Mayor
Catherine Eaves (far right),
emcee, and to the Granada
Theatre, benefit host.

The amazing acts prove that
Alpine does have talent.

4 . )
Summer Reading

lce Cream Social
Sign-up Party
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