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Thanks to the hard work of the Alpine board 

of directors and staff, a new Alpine Public 

Library opened for business at 805 West Av-

enue E in February.  Six years of fundraising 

and over a year of construction activities final-

ly culminated in a new state-of-the-art facility 

for the residents of the Big Bend region.  We 

were joyed to reveal our newly expanded 

collection and enhanced programming for all 

ages.   

It was not an easy process, and it was not 

always rewarding.  However, patrons are 

delighted with the new library and all it has to 

offer. 

Cheryl Eakens, a long-time library user and 

volunteer, writes, òWow!  So much space and 

light.  After thirty years of using the APL at 

the previous location, which was near and 

dear to me, I expected to be less than 

pleased with the new location, but I was 

wrong!  My favorite new feature is the self-

checkout...I think everyone should check it all 

out!ó 

We look forward to hearing more about our 

patronsõ wishes for the new library.  Staff 

and budget limit what we can do, but with 

volunteers we have been able to improve 

service to all patrons. Welcome to our new 

circulation volun-

teers Margaret 

Matthews, Marsha 

Wells, Clemencia 

Bakker, Cheryl Ea-

kens, Jane Sager, 

Kathy Donnell, and 

Maria Rodriguez.  

They all join Wayne 

Cline, who has been 

serving patrons as a 

library volunteer for 

over one year. 

 

New Alpine Public Library Opens:  February 13, 2012 
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Thanks to Carol 

Townsend for 

photographs in this 

issue. 

 

Be Somebody 

year. The old body has been 
replaced by a new, stronger, 
healthier one, but that new 
body will atrophy if some-
body doesn't see to its con-
tinued well-being. And that 

requires funds. 

In this newsletter you'll find 
an application for member-
ship in the Friends of the 
Alpine Public Library. Mem-
bership is inexpensive in 
terms of dollars, but it's in-
valuable in terms of taking 

care of our "thats." Be some-

body. Join the Friends.  

I'll bet Lily Tomlin would. 

ñKathy Bork, membership 

chair, Friends of the Alpine 

Public Library  

I always wondered why 
somebody didn't do 
something about that. 
Then I realized I was 
somebody.ðLily Tomlin 

The library is 65 years old 
this year, and like all healthy 
senior citizens, it has contin-
ued to grow, to develop new 
skills, to fight off mental 
stagnation and physical de-
terioration. We need "health 
insurance" to get us to the 
peak of physical and mental 

fitness by the end of 2013, 
though. "That," as Lily Tomlin 
notes in the epigraph, will 
require a lot of 

"somebodies." 

Brewster County is awash 
with somebodies. Somebody 
donated money to pay for 
the building. Somebody 

bought books and audio-
books and furniture and 
shelves. Somebody donated 
volunteer hours to pack up 
the old library and set up 
the new one. Somebody 
keeps Re-Reads open so 
somebody else can find that 
book they've been looking 
for. All of these "thats" re-
quire a somebody to do 
something about them. And 
the Alpine Public Library's 
"thats" have benefited 
mightily from the somebodies 

who understand the necessity 
of a well-stocked and well-
run public library in an area 
as geographically remote as 
ours.Our somebodies don't 
have to be Warren Buffett. 
Our somebodies just have to 
be willing to work on the 
financial "thats" that the new 
library is facing in its first 

Right:  Friends of the Library cut the ribbon 
for the new Re-Reads bookstore, located in 
the library.  Left to right are Marilyn Terry, 
Audrey Painter, Diane Brown, Karen Boyd, 
and Betty Fitzgerald. 

Left:  Chris Ruggia, APL board president, 
cuts the ribbon at the APL opening ceremo-
ny.  Also on hand were the Alpine Ambas-
sadors, APL board members, and APL staff, 
as well as many excited library supporters. 

Above:  APL architect Tom Hatch of 
hatch + ulland owen architects cele-
brates with grandson Henry Gri-
sham. 

Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony 


